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17 October  2025 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

A huge thank you to all the volunteers who came into school to interview nearly 200 of our Year 11 
students this week. The feedback from our interviewers was overwhelmingly positive, and many 
students said the experience was extremely helpful in preparing them for their next steps after Year 11. 

Planter Project: Now that all the building work around our school site is complete, we’re turning our 
attention to softening and greening our surroundings. Our students are eager to create spaces that 

support both people and wildlife. 

Design and Technology students and staff have been hard at work designing and 
building planters from recycled pallets to place around the school. With a successful 
prototype already made, we’re now seeking donations of pallets and compost to 
help bring this project to life. Once the planters are ready, members of the Eco 
Committee and Gardening Club will get planting—adding greenery that will attract 
pollinators and encourage wildlife to flourish. 

We would be extremely grateful for donations of pallets and compost. Please 
contact Mrs Sinacore on tsinacore@johncolet.co.uk if you can support us or help. 
 
A couple of key reminders regarding student organisation. The first is the 

importance of students coming into school with the correct items. We still have many parents 
dropping off items during the day which places undue pressure on our main school office. Equally  we 
are still making quite a few daily calls to parents to ask them to bring in football boots, socks, shin 
pads or PE bags for after school activities. We also have parents dropping off forgotten Chromebooks, 
text books, homework and class books. Moving forward could you please ensure your child is prepared 
the night before school to avoid these interruptions.  Forgetting basic kit will result in the issue of a C1 
and the office will now begin to record this. 
 
Secondly, a reminder that absences for illness and for appointments should be reported on the day 
via the Arbor app and not via email or by calling the office or leaving a voicemail.  
 
Wifi issues - We have had a few Wifi issues this week mostly 
connected with our BOYD network (Bring Your Own Device). Please 
bear with us whilst we address this. Governors recently passed a 
motion for work to begin on updating our wifi technology to ensure it 
is in line with current standards and that we have full coverage of our 
site. Work will begin on this during this academic year. 
 
The Attendance team are running a 100% attendance competition 
next week where students have the opportunity to win one of two 
£10 Amazon vouchers or bags of sweets.  
 
And finally our critical incident or lockdown rehearsal went 
extremely well. Our new tannoy based alert system Audiebant was 
piloted for the first time and proved to be effective. Thank you for 
supporting us in preparing for a rehearsal that could be quite 
challenging.  The students managed it extremely well. 

 
Take Care - Ian Brierly 
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REMINDERS & NOTICES 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
23 October (Thursday)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ School finishes for half-term 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (2.55pm finish) 
13 November​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ‘Into the Sixth’ Open Evening 
 
LAST DAY OF THIS HALF TERM - Chip Day! 
 
We break up at 2.55pm next Thursday for the half-term break and as a result chip 
day will move from Friday to  Thursday (‘tis a very popular event in the week!) 
 
ADHD AWARENESS MONTH → OCTOBER 

 

 
 

October is ADHD awareness month. For more information click HERE. 
 
SAFEGUARDING LEADS & INFORMATION 
 
If parents have any concerns about this practice or, believe that any young person at John 
Colet School might be at risk, then please do contact one of the members of our 
Safeguarding Team via  - safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk 
 
PE KIT 
 

●​ Bottoms - JCS Shorts, JCS Skorts, JCS navy leggings or plain black/navy leggings 
●​ Top - JCS T-Shirt 
●​ JCS half-zip or JCS Blue Hoodie (Other forms of top or Hoodie are not acceptable) 
●​ White socks (required for every sporting activity) 
●​ Long Blue socks (required for both rugby and football) 
●​ Sports trainers that do not mark surfaces.  
●​ NO Nike pro-style shorts or converse style trainers 
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https://www.adhdawarenessmonth.org/
mailto:safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk
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PARENT SUPPORT : Click HERE for Higher Res PDF 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/19c2wdFaDHCfhqFCNt_Q10F_g05QrUhLH/view?usp=sharing
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TOOLED UP - PARENT SUPPORT 

This year’s theme for World Mental Health Day is 
access to care during catastrophes and emergencies. 
At Tooled Up, this prompted us to reflect that whilst 
global events like natural disasters, wars or shootings 
may be far away, they can still affect our own and 
children’s mental health due to the exposure we 
have to social media.   

 
With graphic content spreading quickly on social 
media, it’s important to ensure that children (of all 
ages) are not being exposed to disturbing content, 
especially on platforms like WhatsApp where large 
group chats and easily shared videos can expose them 
to harmful content around the clock. Watch this video 
WhatsApp and Young Children: What Parents Need 
to Know to find out do’s and don’ts to keep your 

child safe. 

Your child may question your own use of WhatsApp so be prepared to reflect on 
this. Do all the group chats you are a member of support your wellbeing or do 
they add stress or increase FOMO? Our resource 10 Reasons to Be Mindful When 
Using Parent WhatsApp Groups includes helpful guidelines for your own use.  

Some families use parental controls to help ensure their children do not view 
damaging content online but do they really work? Dr Mariya Stoilova Discusses 
the Pros and Cons of Parental Controls sharing practical tips about the tools on 
offer including their limitations, differing uses and functions.  

This Mental Health Day let’s stay attuned to the many supportive tools that can 
help children navigate a world where the boundaries of on and offline experiences 
are blurred. Honest family conversations, consistent, shared digital values and 
reassurance that we’re always there for them no matter what, will go a very long 
way. 
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https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/why-whatsapp-isnt-safe-for-young-children
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/why-whatsapp-isnt-safe-for-young-children
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/10-reasons-to-be-mindful-when-using-parent-whatsapp-groups
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/10-reasons-to-be-mindful-when-using-parent-whatsapp-groups
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/researcher-of-the-month-dr-mariya-stoilova-discusses-the-efficacy-of-parental-controls
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/researcher-of-the-month-dr-mariya-stoilova-discusses-the-efficacy-of-parental-controls
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT  
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